Novel synthetic baicalein derivatives caused apoptosis and activated AMP-activated protein kinase in human tumor cells.
Studies on the anti-proliferative activities of novel baicalein derivatives demonstrated that compounds 8 and 9 were able to activate AMPK by enhancing the levels of phosphorylated AMPKα, and showed more potent anti-proliferative effects than baicalein and AICAR in A431, SK-OV-3, DU 145 and HeLa cells, suggesting an alternative therapeutic approach for benzyl baicalein in cancer therapy.